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Kent Clover December 2015 Issue 

 

Dear 4-H’ers, Parents, and Leaders, 

 

 We have several county events coming up in the month of December.  4-H clubs will be busy decorating Christmas trees 

with handmade ornaments and placing them throughout the county at various locations for our annual County Trim a Tree event.  

This activity certainly allows the holiday spirit to be spread to so many individuals during this special time of the year as many 

beautiful decorated trees will be completed by Kent County 4-H clubs.  In addition, 4-H members will also collect and donate 

Teddy Bears for our annual Teddy Bear drive.  These bears will certainly help to make a difficult time being experienced by 

someone in the hospital during the holiday a little better.  Clubs will also be very active with additional community service 

activities throughout this time of the year.  We are very fortunate to have so many caring 4-H members and volunteers in our 

county that continually try to do many activities that help to make a difference in the lives of others. 

 

 Upcoming events in December include Holiday Fun Day and the annual 4-H Statewide Skating party.  Information about 

each of these activities can be found in this newsletter and we encourage you to participate in one or all of these events.    

 

 As the holiday season fast approaches, we would like to take this time to wish everyone Happy Holidays and thank you for 

your many efforts and work on behalf of the Kent County 4-H Program.   We look forward to seeing you at a future 4-H event! 

 

Yours in 4-H, 

Kristin Cook, Extension Educator,  4-H & Youth Development 

 

 
 

 

 

Kent Clover December 2015 WELCOME TO  

KENT COUNTY 4-H 
69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE 19901 

Phone: 302-730-4000   Fax: 302-735-8130 

http://extension.udel.edu/4h 

Inclement Weather Cancellations 

If events are cancelled due to bad weather, we will attempt to take the following steps: 

 We will post the cancellation on our Delaware 4-H Facebook page. 

 We will email all Organizational Leaders if the cancellation is decided during  

        regular working hours.   

 We will post our cancellation on WDOV and WBOC.   

 We will phone people, if we know who is attending.   

 We will place a sign on the outside doors. 

Please also note if our building is delayed in opening or closing,  

we follow the Del Tech Terry Campus, Dover schedule. 

http://www.dtcc.edu/terry/wx/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kent-County-4-H/107346025989418
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Winter Events and Activities 

Diamond Clover Award  - Intent Forms Due Dec 1st 

Delaware 4-H members are eligible to participate in the Diamond Clover Award program.  Delaware 4-H 

adopted the Diamond Clover Award in 2011 from a program used in Maryland and Nebraska. This award 

will be the highest level of recognition that a Delaware 4-H member can achieve. The Diamond Clover 

Award consists of six levels, each steadily advancing in intensity and achievement over the last. It is     

intended to take a 4-H member six years to complete.  The nice thing about this award is that many 4-H 

members are already doing the work, so all you need to do is fill out the forms and submit them. For 

other 4-H members, this award can provide you with a long-term challenge for your 4-H career. Either way, when you 

have finished the process you have completed an amazing journey that will benefit you forever. And a Diamond Clover 

Award will look pretty good on your college application too! To find out more, visit the Diamond Clover site on the 

State website:  http://extension.udel.edu/4h/about-delaware-4-h/feature-awards/4-h-diamond-clover/  If you plan to 

participate in this award program for the 2015-16 4-H year, Level Intent Forms must be submitted by December 1st. 

 

Science Saturday—December 5th, NCC Cooperative Extension 

The last event in the science series will take place with the theme “Be a Food Scientist”.  If you wish to attend, please 

contact the NCC 4-H Office at 831-8965. 

 

National 4-H Conference Applications Due Dec 1st  

The 2016 National 4-H Conference will take place April 9-14 at 

the National 4-H Conference Center in Chevy Chase, MD.  This 

event is sponsored by the Delaware 4-H Foundation.            

Applications from teens that are 10th and 11th graders will be accepted until December 1.  The application can be 

found on the State 4-H website by clicking on “Projects and Activities”.  National 4-H Conference is located on the right 

side of the page.  http://extension.udel.edu/4h/projects-activities-for-members/topic-citizenship/national-4-h-conference/  Click the link that follows for 

more information about the National 4-H Conference. http://4hconf.4-h.org/ 

 

Club Reporters!  Club News for January-February Newsletter Due - Dec. 11th 

Reports for the January-February “Winter” Issue of our Clover Newsletter will be due Dec. 11th.  Please send them to 

Judy as soon as possible, so that we can finalize our issue and email it to you before the holiday break.  Email to 

jlkling@udel.edu.  Let us know your holiday plans! 

 

Teddy Bear Drive - Bears Due Dec 11th 

The Kent County 4-H program is again participating in the 22nd Annual Bear Affair.  4-H members are 

encouraged to participate in this program by purchasing a stuffed bear and attaching an unsigned 

note of love, hope and encouragement to the bear.  These bears will be given to children and family 

members who are HIV positive and to other children in the hospital during the holidays.  Bears filled 

with love may be dropped off at the Kent Extension Office up until  December 11th or they can be 

brought to Holiday Fun Day on December 13th.  If you have a large number of bears, please call the 

office to arrange for pick-up.  We thank you all for the positive thoughts and generous gifts! 

 

 

 

http://extension.udel.edu/4h/about-delaware-4-h/feature-awards/4-h-diamond-clover/
http://extension.udel.edu/4h/projects-activities-for-members/topic-citizenship/national-4-h-conference/
http://4hconf.4-h.org/
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 Holiday Fun Day - Sunday, December 13th 

Time:  2:00 pm    

Place: Lake Forest High School 

Entry set up begins at 1:30 pm to finish by 2:00 pm 

Judging begins at 2:15 pm 

Admission:   1 canned good per person and each 4-H member should bring a child’s storybook for $2.00 or less. 

Categories: Individual AND Group categories for all trees and houses.  Individual entries are to be completed by 

one (1) member only.  Group entries must be two (2) or more members in the same division age range.  If mixed ages, 

item will be judged based on the oldest member.  MEMBERS ARE LIMITED TO ONE ENTRY PER CATEGORY 

Trees 4 feet or less: 1. Christmas Theme 

2. 4-H Theme (use of 4-H clover or 4-H project area theme)

3. Other Theme (ornaments not Christmas related)

Please remember that tree decorations should be handmade (no store bought trimmings). 

Lights on the tree are not necessary, but if you have them, please bring an extension cord. 

Gingerbread Houses: 1. Decorated House with NO Outside Scene on exhibit 

Any Embellishment that extends beyond the House (except icing, coconut, etc.) used for 

ground cover, is considered an Outside Scene. 

2. Decorated House WITH Outside Scene

Base should not be larger then 12 inches x 12 inches for Gingerbread Houses 

NOTE: Only edible decorations may be used in display. 

4 Sugar Cookies:  1. Decorated

2. Non-Decorated (no frosting, sugars, etc. on cookies)

(HOMEMADE, NOT STORE-BOUGHT COOKIES) 

Wreath: Decorated wreath with a Christmas holiday theme (any media permitted) 

All Categories  (4-H age as of January 1, 2015) 

Cloverbud 5-7 Beginners 8-10   Juniors 11-13      Seniors 14-19 
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Statewide 4-H Ice Skating Fun - Dec 26th  

Need something to do during Christmas break?  Plan on attending the Statewide 4-H Ice Skating 

Party at the Centre Ice Rink on Saturday, December 26th from 6:00-7:30pm. Admission is $4 

per person and a canned good, which includes skate rental, if needed.  4-H members are 

allowed to bring a friend, even if they are not in 4-H, but they are responsible for their guest at 

this event.  What a great opportunity to renew old 4-H friendships throughout the state.  And if you get  hungry, the 

snack bar will be open for everyone wishing to purchase food.  Donated canned goods will be taken to the local food 

pantry. 

 

4-H Enrollment - January 1st 

As we continue our re-enrollment through 4-HOnline for this 2015-16  4-H year, we would like to remind all members 

and leaders that our enrollment process should be completed as soon as possible.   Please make sure your enrollment 

is complete and includes the projects you plan to take for the upcoming year.  The  information you submit is critical to 

our end of the year reports and needs to be accurate.  All current members and leaders should be enrolled by January 

1st.   Please contact the Office if you need help with this process.  Leaders, please continue to confirm membership as 

they enroll.   

 

Woodworking and Photography Judging Contests -  Jan. 13th  

These judging contests will be held at the County 4-H Office on Wednesday, January 13th.  These are 

events that you should definitely consider participating in, especially if you are involved in the 

Woodworking or Photography project areas.  Participants may arrive to complete the  judging contests 

between 4:30 and 7:00 pm.  Training materials for these judging events can be found on the State 4-H 

website under 4-H Competitions. 

 

Favorite Foods Contest Training - Jan. 26th 

A training workshop will be held for the Favorite Foods contest beginning at 6:30pm at the County 4-H 

Office.  Be sure to attend, especially if this is your first year in the contest, and have all of your 

questions answered.  Please come to learn more about this very popular contest! 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

—State 4-H Teen Conference - Jan 30-31 

—State 4-H Leader Forum - Feb 6                           
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Public Speaking Contest - Sunday, January 24th 

The Kent County Public Speaking Contest will be held at the Kent County Levy Court Office, 555 Bay Rd., 

Dover.  Times of arrival are staggered:  Juniors and Seniors will begin 1:00 pm; Beginner Categories and 

Cloverbuds will begin at 2:00 pm. This is a great time to get started by choosing a topic you would like to 

talk about in this contest.  Please keep these ideas in mind when writing your speech. 

 Public Speaking participants should write speeches with topics that are special or interesting to them. 

 Public Speaking is not a demonstration contest so posters and props should not be used. 

You have lots of time to write and practice your speech.  When choosing a topic, consider your other 4-H projects, your 

pets, school activities, or just a special  community issue that you would like to stress.  Your speech can be serious, 

funny or sad.  All speeches should be informational and they will be scored on the organization of the information, use 

of communication skills and contact with the audience.  The participants should write his or her own speech.  Check 

our the State 4-H website under 4-H competitions for resources to prepare for this contest.  

 Division Age  Minimum Speech Time  Maximum Speech Time         Arrival Time 

 Beginners 8-9  1.5 minutes   3 minutes   2pm 

 Beginners 10-11  2 minutes   4 minutes   2pm 

 Juniors  12-13  4 minutes   6 minutes   1pm 

 Seniors  14-19  5 minutes   7 minutes   1pm 

New Rule: 1 point for every 15 seconds over or under the required length will be deducted from the final score. 

Audience should not be asked if there are any questions at the conclusion of the speech. 

Public Speaking Contest Registration Form DUE January 8th 

ENTRIES ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE MAY NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE PUBLISHED PROGRAM 

Name:________________________________________________________ Club: _____________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________  City: __________________  Zip: _____________ 

Phone:_________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________ 

4-H age as of January 1, 2016 _______________ 

Category:  

Cloverbud (5-7) ____   Beginner (8-9) ____    Beginner (10-11) ____    Junior  (12-13) ____    Seniors  (14-19)  ______ 

Topic __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Speech Title ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

********************************************************************************************************** 

FOR CLOVERBUDS ONLY   Cloverbuds should fill in the blanks with their own answers.  Please limit the responses by 

completing the sentences.  DO NOT add additional sentences.  Use this form, copy, or hand write this on a note card. 

And bring it with you the day of the contest.  Please arrive at 2pm on the day of the event! 

Hello.  My name is _______________________________________________________.   I am ______ years old.     
I go to _______________________________________________________ school and am in __________ grade.     
I am a member of the ________________________________________________________________  4-H Club.   
My favorite part about 4-H is __________________________________________________________________.   
One day I want to  ___________________________________________________________________________. 
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Wanted - Day Camp Counselors! - Forms Due - Jan 15th 

First Training Feb 4th       

Beginning February 4th, we will start holding training sessions to  

prepare 4-H members to serve as counselors for Summer Day Camps.  

4-H members who are ages 13-19 (as of 6/1/16) may serve as  

Traditional or Cloverbud camp counselors.  Participants will learn to 

plan the camp and learn the behind the scenes details that are  

incorporated in helping set up for a week full of fun.  Counselors will also be planning  

interesting classes, speakers, and activities for our camps.  If you are interested in serving as 

a Day Camp Counselor, complete the form below and return it to the 4-H Office by January 

15th.  Please phone the office if you have any questions related to this activity.  You can also 

email Sara Busker: BREEDING@udel.edu, with the same information.   

OR TRY OUR GOOGLE DOC ELECTRONIC SIGN UP: click here 

 

Training sessions are scheduled for ALL counselors for 6:30-8:00 pm on the following dates: 

    February 4th, March 22nd, April 12th, May 19th, & July 5th  

 

Day Camp Dates and Locations:  Harrington Moose Lodge Day Camp, July 11th-15th 

     Kent County Extension Office Day Camp, August 8th-12th 
 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Day Camp Counselor Registration Form 

 

Name _________________________________________ Age as of 6/1/2016_____________ 

 

Club __________________________________________ Phone _______________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City __________________________________________ State ______  Zip _______________ 

 

Comments __________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KkyTEFD4yit7vC54svvysECez8XceVXwhb9_cyKJY7o/viewform
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State 4-H Camp Scholarships - Deadline Jan 15th  

Kent County 4-H will have scholarship money available to award to 4-H members who are interested in attending State 

4-H Camp.  These scholarships will be awarded based on financial need, 4-H participation, etc.  The application below 

will be due into the County Office by January 15th. Please be sure to have your leader sign this form.  In addition, do 

not wait to hear about a scholarship before filling out and submitting your state camp application with your camp     

deposit.  We will make every effort to notify you as soon as possible about scholarships to be awarded. 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Club: ________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________  City: __________________  Zip: ___________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________________________________ Years in 4-H: ______________ 
 
Number of years 4-H’er has attended camp: _______           Circle:   State Camp    or   Environmental Camp 
 
Phone: ______________________  Age as of 1/1/2016  ___________ 
 
4-H Involvement in past 12 months (Give as much detail as possible.) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________ 
 
Which Camp are you planning to attend?  (Check one) ____ Environmental Camp  ___ State Camp 
 
Family Information 
Number of members in household _____ 
 
Parents’ employment status: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Has 4-H’er attended camp in years past?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Leader’s Signature                                            4-H Member’s  Signature 
 
Leader’s Comments:  (Please include specific leader comments regarding financial need) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(If you need more space, attach a separate sheet) 
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OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Delaware 4-H Foundation and United Way    

The Delaware 4-H Foundation is not a United Way agency, but is eligible to receive write-in contributions 

as a non-profit organization.  If you and other 4-H friends and supporters would like to designate your 

United Way contribution to 4-H, please complete the write-in account section of the form with the 

number 9020 and Delaware 4-H Foundation (113 Townsend Hall, Newark, DE  19716).  Funds received in 

this manner become part of the general contributions account and are used where needed.  The 4-H 

Foundation usually receives a list early in the year indicating all money pledged to 4-H.  All contributions 

will be acknowledged by the Delaware 4-H Foundation when United Way notifies us of the pledge. The 

write-in option is only available through work place giving.  We appreciate your continued support of 4-H! 

 

The State Employees' Charitable Campaign (SECC)    

This is an annual fund-raising drive approved by the State of Delaware. Each year state employees raise thousands of 

dollars through the SECC that benefits many local non-profit charitable organizations. These charities fight disease, 

make life more meaningful for the young and old, help the impoverished, and train people to become self-sufficient. By 

promoting and supporting fund raising through the employee focused, cost-efficient SECC, state employees provide the 

opportunity to improve the quality of life of all Delawareans. This year state employees will again have the option of 

choosing the Delaware 4-H Foundation as one of the charities that are eligible as part of this campaign. Many 4-H 

families contribute through this campaign. The Delaware 4-H Foundation in turn supplies funds to support camp 

scholarships, awards in each county, and trips to Club Congress, National 4-H Conference, the National 4-H Engineering 

Event and more.  Consider supporting the program that supports your children.  
 

Delaware Farm Bureau Scholarship    

There is a $2500 scholarship opportunity for 4-H’ers whose family is a member of the Delaware Farm Bureau.  This will 

be awarded to a college bound student who is pursuing a degree in an agriculture-related field.  Deadline is April 2016.  

For more information, please call the Farm Bureau office at 1-800-273-0012 or 697-3183. 
 

Honey Bee Essay Contest - Deadline to the State 4-H Office -  Feb 1st  
2016 Essay Topic:  “Bee and Pollination.  How Important is it?”  
Sponsored by The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees 
Now more than ever, people are asking, “What will happen if the bees are gone?”  Your paper should research and 
help answer this question. Complete announcement and rules are attached.   
 AWARDS:      Cash Prizes to 3 Top Winners:  
•1st Place -- $750.00    •2nd Place -- $500.00  •3rd Place -- $250.00 
 Each State Winner, including the national winners, receives an appropriate book about honey bees, beekeeping, or 
honey.  Send essay to: 4-H Beekeeping Essay Contest, State 4-H Office, 531 S. College Avenue, 113 Townsend Hall, 

Newark, DE  19716 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

National Wild Turkey Federation’s (NWTF) Academic Scholarship Information & 

Application ~ Deadline 12/15/15NWTF SPECIAL APPLICATION INSTRUCTION FOR DELAWARE           

4-HERS !!!There will be a $500 scholarship for each of the three counties in Delaware; and one person will 

be selected to receive the state/national $1000 scholarship, for a total of four scholarships for the state of 

Delaware. 

Delaware Equine Council Scholarship ~ Deadline 1/31/16 

 

 

http://extension.udel.edu/blog/4-h-beekeeping-essay-contest/
http://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/11134850/NWTF-Scholarship.pdf
http://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/11134850/NWTF-Scholarship.pdf
http://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/11134850/2015-NWTF-Scholarship.pdf
http://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/11134850/2015-NWTF-Scholarship.pdf
http://www.delawareequinecouncil.org/ScholarshipPAGE.html


9 

Kent Clover December 2015 Issue 

Mid-State, Jessica Butler, Reporter 

Mid-State 4-H Club met at the beginning of November. Our club was very happy to 

learn we won First Place for our Litter Barrel and First Place for our Window Display. Thanks to all that worked on these 

projects. Our annual Highway Cleanup was on Nov. 1st. Thank you to all the families that participated, as many hands 

make light work! Project meetings continue for crafts, foods and photography. It has been great fun getting together 

for food and fun. We are looking forward to working on the float for the Harrington Christmas parade and our annual 

Club Christmas party and Awards Banquet. 

 

Peach Blossom, Brenna Geidel, Reporter 

The Peach Blossom 4-H Club November meeting had a black and white theme because we learned about giant pandas 

as part of our endangered animal study. Joshua Menard and Maddie Gallo gave a report on giant pandas; and the 

Cloverbuds made giant panda posters and pomp poms.  We collected items for the Food Bank of Delaware this month.  

At our meeting, we had a guest speaker.  Mrs. Dawn Cox from the DuPont Nature Center talked about protecting 

animals in the wild.  All of the project groups reported on what they did during the past month, and we started 

planning what we are going to do as a club during the winter.  We are going to be in the Harrington Christmas parade, 

and we are going to make gingerbread houses for Holiday Fun Day.  We are also going caroling at the senior center, 

and putting up our Trim-a-Tree there.  It is going to be a fun winter in our club! 

 

The Mane Squad, Erin Velott and Taylor Shannon, Reporters 

We are a new club that meets at Gambler’s Choice in Dover.  We have been busy learning all we can on what a 4-H 

club can do.  We were able to walk in the Wesley College Homecoming Parade and have elected our new officers.  

President is Lexi Thwaites, Vice President is Cassie Cordie, Treasurer is Parker Boots and Secretary is Taylor Shannon.  

We also have club reporters, photographers, Instragrammers, Facebookers and scrapbookers. We are going to go to 

the 4-H Clean-n-Groom next week and have been practicing for that.  We are also getting ready for the Trim-the-Tree 

contest, and are going to do an ugly sweater night and holiday cookie swap. We are very excited about our new club 

and really hope to participate in many more 4-H activities. 

 

Woodside Emeralds, Rachel Mackie, President 

A lot of changes have happened in the Woodside Emeralds Club since last year, but we are ready to have a fantastic  

4-H year.  Mrs. Karen Mackie is our new leader and has lots of enthusiasm and great ideas for making our activities 

extra fun!  Thanks go out to Ms. Tracey for everything she has done for the club over the years.  We wish her all the 

best!  We started our year by electing new officers.  Congratulations to all of them! Our club is a little smaller this year, 

but we have already participated in several community service projects including the Litter Barrel and Coastal Clean-up.  

Many of our members also participated in the Great Pumpkin Day and International Foods.  Way to go!  We are now 

making plans for our club’s Trim-A-Tree display and for volunteering with Adopt A Highway.  We also want to 

congratulate everyone who was recognized at the Awards Banquet, especially our President, Rachel Mackie, who 

received the Prudential Spirit Award.  We’re proud of you!  Our project groups have started meeting, and this year our 

members will have the opportunity to explore a few new project areas such as Dogs, Electricity, Small Engines, and 

Visual Arts.  It’s definitely going to be an exciting year! 
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Westville 4-H, Gracie Pedigo & Emily Ford, Reporters 

Our club has been busy with preparing for the holidays! Working on Trim-A-Tree and 

preparing the float for the Harrington Christmas parade have everyone working like busy elves in Santa’s shop! Before 

the holiday festivities started however, we attended the Kent County 4-H Achievement Banquet in Harrington in 

October. Westville was blessed enough to receive 3rd place on their Window Display which was displayed at Forrest 

Avenue Animal Hospital titled “The Westville 500” with a racetrack theme! We also received honorable mention for a 

“Freedom From Litter” in the Litter Barrel Contest.  Congratulations and awesome job to all the other 4-H clubs who 

participated. . We will also be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army and doing the Teddy Bear Drive. Our Holiday Party 

with Awards is coming up in December which is always a great time! Also, our club is currently selling Christmas 

arrangements. If anyone is interested in purchasing one, please contact Kaye Kemp at Kenne37@aol.com . Hope 

everyone has a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful New Year!  

 

Create 2 Learn & 2 Lead, Autumn Wood, Reporter 

Our fall 4-H meetings were filled with lots of creative fun that included many activities and projects. Science 

leader Daniel Gardner and Chairperson Noah led our 4-H National Science Day & STEM Workshop. We completed 

the Motion Commotion challenge and learned Newton's 3 Laws. We designed and created egg ships and put them 

through an obstacle course. Designing a crossbow was one of the best science activities. Robert Hoover won the 

testing and evaluation of our crossbows. At our October meeting we each wrote and recited a fall acrostic poem for 

our public speaking portion. Noah Gardner and Autumn Wood met and planned our Caring & Sharing Holiday Outreach 

Program. We had a guest: Mrs. Sandy Reynolds, our food project leader, who presented CJ, Autumn, and Noah with a 

new rolling pin for their participation in the Culinary Kids foods group last year. They are looking forward to this year’s 

cooking adventures. Our robotics group began planning for this year’s First Lego League Robotics competition and 

surveyed friends and family about recycling clothing items, with the help of 4-H and scouts. Our Outdoors group had a 

camping trip and had fun at Fifer's Farm. The Lone Scouts, Noah and CJ, attended a STEM workshop on geology and 

shared what they learned about local geology at our November meeting. They brought samples of their rock 

collections to share with the club, which made us think about becoming a scout or geologist. Noah represented our 

club at the Kent County International Foods event. He made German spice cookies, Pfeffernusse, and brought some for 

all of us to try. Sarah Hoover demonstrated how to create some musical-themed Christmas ornaments for our Trim-a-

Tree entry. Our club collected food donations for the Milford Food Pantry as part of our service learning project.  

We also completed 3 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child; and each of our members took home holiday cards to 

sign for the Veteran's home in Milford, led by Chairperson Robert Hoover. We hope all of you have a caring & sharing 

holiday season. 

 

Harrington Sunshine, Weston Williams, Reporter 

With the holiday season upon us, the members of our club are really giving back.  We visited the residents of the 

Milford Nursing Home and played games with them.  Members have participated in a Fifer’s Farm Front Porch 

Demonstration; and we are ringing the Salvation Army Kettle Bell.  Several of our members took part in the 

International Foods event, and we had fun tasting our way around the world!  Many of our members are taking part in 

building a float for the Harrington Christmas Parade and we are getting our decorations ready for the Christmas tree 

that will be placed at the Harrington Senior Center and the Cloverbud tree at Harrington Police Station.  The 

gingerbread houses and wreaths are being prepared for the Holiday Fun Day and our club is looking forward to 

gathering with our families to celebrate our successes this year during our Club Family Night.  Happy Holidays to 

everyone. 



11 

Kent Clover December 2015 Issue 

Vernon Creek, Grace Murphy, Reporter 

We have had a great start to the year! At our first meeting in September we made cool 

soap dispensers; and got ourselves organized for the upcoming year.  In October the club all came to our house for a 

hayride and bonfire.  We went on a "haunted walk" through our back woods.  It was fun.  In November we had our 

annual Hunters Breakfast at the Burrsville Ruritan Club.  It was the largest turnout we have ever had!  We always have a 

fun time serving all the local farmers and their wives and of course all the hunters!  We like to see pictures and hear 

stories about the deer they saw that morning.  We are getting our float together for the Harrington Christmas 

parade.  We always have a fun time riding on the float. We have had a good start to our year.  We are hoping to take 

our first 4-H trip as a club in January!  

 

Happy Horses, Mary Bashtarz, Club Leader 

The Happy Horses 4-H Club would like to thank Pat Levers and the 1st State Shooters for their support during the 2015 

season.  Our club members really enjoyed the events as balloon setters and are looking forward to the next 

season.  Please check our exciting photos on our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Happy Horsesfourhde .  It is really 

amazing to see the speed and coordination shown at the higher levels. If you might be interested in learning how to 

introduce your horse to this sport, Pat has offered to run a fundraising intro clinic for our club in April 2016.  Keep an 

eye out for more info in the next newsletter.  If you wish to find out more about mounted shooting see 

www.1ststateshooters.com.  

 

Happy Horses 4-H Club Trail Trial Training Day review and thank you! 

The Happy Horses 4-H Club would like to thank all who came out to support our 1st annual Trail Trails Training Day 

on Oct. 17th.  It was wonderful to see the successful influence of calm and patient training. We had over 40 obstacles. 

There was so much enthusiasm that we will run it again next year in the first half of October.  Mark your calendars! We 

are already planning new obstacles. We were especially excited to watch the in-hand driving horses go through the 

course singly and as a pair!  Many of our 4-Hers were often surprised at the obstacles their horses refused.  It was not 

always easy but, patience and calmness worked well. There were so many obstacles that there was always something 

to go through without waiting in line. Several entrants chose to do the course in-hand and then ridden.  It was a great 

fun training experience. Highlight obstacles included: Dummy Drag, Bridge, Vertical and Horizontal Noodles, Pinwheel, 

Tarp with Bubblewrap, Recycle, Sailboat, Campsite, Construction site, Ditch, Embankment, Ducks, Water Crossing, 

Fright Lane, Vine Curtain. Special thanks to all who donated obstacles and to those who helped monitor them during 

the event.  We are also grateful for those who prepared the food and served it.  Many of us enjoyed just sitting at the 

outdoor cafe tables watching the horse antics at the obstacles!  Our club is very grateful to the Delaware 4-H 

Foundation for the grant that enabled us to provide food for the outdoor cafe. Our next event will again offer the 

training session in the morning and add a competition in the afternoon.  It will be a timed and/or graded course of 

selected obstacles.  We will likely use the most difficult ones!  So, start practicing early for next year.  

http://www.facebook.com/Happy%20Horsesfourhde
http://www.1ststateshooters.com
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Happy Horses, A.J. Hudran, Reporter 

Happy Horses has been having a lot of fun so far this year. We had a great day helping 

horse owners get their horses used to obstacles while on a trail ride at our Trail Trials in October. A few of the 

obstacles that were set up were a bridge, jingle bells, shower curtain and even a mannequin to drag behind the horse. 

We can’t wait to have another one in the spring. Our club achieved First Place for our themed group costume at Great 

Pumpkin Day. We had another fundraiser at Annette Farms providing refreshments for everyone at the Western 

Dressage Riding Clinic. The kids also worked hard at 1st State Shooters setting the balloons for the recent target 

shooting competition. We were also very excited to find out we received Honorable Mention for our Window Display. 

We are looking forward to returning to Annette Farms to provide food and beverages for their upcoming horse show. 

Finally we are getting our Christmas tree ready for the County Trim a Tree Contest. 
 

Houston Cardinals, Shannon O’Hara, Reporter 

The Houston Cardinals 4-H Club held their meeting on November 3. All members were encouraged to wear 

camouflage. We discussed many new exciting topics. We planned a fantastic craft day on November 15, making our 

ornaments for the Trim a Tree competition.  We selected our theme and everyone is excited to put up our tree at the 

Hometown Diner in Milford.  We announced to members that Holiday Fun Day is on December 13. We explained to our 

new members what happens at Winter Fun Day and how much fun they can have.  The past events were also reviewed 

and everyone had something great to say. At the Milford Community Parade, our club’s float “Back to the Eighties”, 

was filled with chanting 4-H’ers who were bursting with Halloween spirit. Our clubs was so excited that our club’s 

Window Display won Second Place and can be displayed at the State Fair this year. Many project leaders discussed 

what they did in October, but the main highlight was all of the members who volunteered at Morris Early Childhood 

Center. Each year the school has a Fall Festival. We helped children make pumpkin chunkin’ machines out of toilet 

paper rolls and marshmallows (pumpkins), and also made jack-o-lanterns out of paper bags. This volunteer project 

shows how rewarding and fun it can be helping little kids! At our next meeting we will be doing our annual gift 

exchange between members. Everyone is encouraged to bring their donated can goods, teddy bears, hats and mittens 

for the needy. We hope all members can proudly model their Ugly Sweaters to this meeting. As everyone could say, we 

can’t wait for the next 4-H meeting!  

4-H in Review 
National 4-H Congress 

Seven Delaware 4-H youth attended the 2015 National 4-H Congress in 

Atlanta, GA in November.  Representing Kent County was Micaela Harvey, 

Spring Vasey and Mary Beth Robbins.  They were joined by Alexandra Swan 

and Rose Reynolds from New Castle, and Shawn Mitchell and Laurie Wroten 

from Sussex County.   Be sure to visit with these members to hear and learn 

more about their experiences at this event! 

 

International Foods and Share the Fun Talent Show 

The Fall 2015 International Foods and Share the Fun Talent Show were held at Lake Forest High School on Sunday,  

November 8th.  Over 50 people attended the event and were able to sample some excellent American and 

International food dishes prepared by 4-H members.  They did a great job in selecting and preparing their food exhibits 

in an effort to share the culture of other countries with everyone at the event.  We were also very fortunate to have 

talented 4-H members perform in the talent show.  Thanks to Junior Council members Kristen Kemp, Cheyenne 

Galloway, Morgan Galloway, Leslie Webb, Shannon O’Hara and Hannah O’Hara, as well as adult volunteers Sandy & 

Ted Reynolds, Lisa Berry, Karen Crouse and Elaine Webb for all their help in making this event a success! 
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Thank You 
 
We would like to take the time to thank the following for all their hard work and efforts on 
behalf of Kent County 4-H: 
 
**Thanks to everyone who supported and were involved in making the 4-H Basket Bingo  
another successful event for the Kent County 4-H Exchange Group. 
 
**Thanks to all 4-H Clubs who participated in their community homecoming parades by  
showing their school spirit and promoting 4-H to others. 
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National Youth Summit on Healthy Living 

February 12-15, 2016 
National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, MD 

 

National 4-H Council has allotted monies to send 3 Delaware 4-H and Healthy Living Ambassadors to the 
National Youth Summit on Healthy Living. At the National Youth Summit on Healthy Living high school 
students develop the knowledge and skills to address today's issues including nutrition education, physical 
fitness, wellness, and emotional well-being. National 4-H Council and National 4-H Conference Center have 
partnered with professionals in family consumer science and healthy living to host the National Youth 
Summit on Healthy Living. Students are trained to create action plans to implement in their communities and 
teach other youth about what they have learned. The structure of the summits maximizes the amount of 
hands-on learning experiences and translates that learning to direct outcomes. 
 
This Summit is open to any high school student in grades 9-12 as of September 2015.  
 
Delaware 4-H members and Healthy Living Ambassadors must fill out an application on the next page, to be 
considered to attend the conference.   
 

Application is due to Jill Jackson by Monday, January 4, 
2016.  
 

Mail or Fax application to: 
Jill Jackson  
16483 County Seat Hwy. 
Georgetown, DE 19947 
Fax: 302-856-1845 
 
http://www.nationalyouthsummit.org/healthy-living-conference/ 
 

http://www.nationalyouthsummit.org/healthy-living-conference/
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Scribbles from Susan Garey, Extension Educator, Animal Science  

Delaware Equine Council Scholarship- $1000- Due Jan 31st 

Eligibility: 

Must be a U.S. citizen and a Delaware resident or Delaware Equine Council member. ($10.00 to become an individual 

member) 

Must be enrolled and in good standing in an agriculture, equine, veterinary or vet tech program in the United States. 

Must submit a typewritten 250-word essay : 

"How I plan to use this course of study to further the equine or agriculture industry." 

Must complete a typed application and include a transcript of a minimum of one full semester's grades from an 

accredited college or university. 

All awards are given without discrimination as to race, sex, or creed. 

Application postmark deadline is January 31, 2016. Winners will be awarded at the scholarship dinner on March 5, 

2016.  To download the application or for more details please visit: 

http://www.delawareequinecouncil.org/ScholarshipPAGE.html 

 

Upcoming FREE eXtension Small Flock Webinars: 

The Basics of Avian Influenza- December 10 3:00 pm EST 

There is a lot of information available on avian influenza but it can be bit confusing. This webinar will discusses the 

basics of what avian influenza is and what small and backyard flock owners need to know to keep their chickens 

healthy.  The webinar presenters are Nathaniel Tablante and David Frame 

Participation is free and brought to you by eXtension.org but requires a high speed internet connection.  To participate, 

simply click on the link and enter the virtual meeting room as a guest.  https://connect.extension.iastate.edu/poultry  

You will be asked to type in your name.  You may want to attempt to join 5-10 minutes in advance of the start time in 

case you need to download an abode connect add in or update your software.  These webinars are also recorded and 

made available through the http://www.extension.org/poultry website when you click on the small flock resource area. 

 

Delaware Ag Week 

Delaware Ag Week programs, along with an agricultural trade show and exhibits by the First State Antique Tractor 

Club, are being held January 11-15, 2016 at the Delaware State Fairgrounds in Harrington, Delaware.  Sessions focused 

on beef cattle production, small ruminant production, equine management and hay and pasture are among the variety 

of programs being held.  For the complete schedule of events and individual session schedules please visit http://

sites.udel.edu/delawareagweek/  Detailed information will be in the next newsletter. 

 

Delaware Youth Dairy Futurity- 2nd Payment Feb 1st 

The second entry deadline for the 2016 Delaware Junior Dairy futurity is February 1, 2016.  The entry form can be 

found here https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/29153235/2016-Delaware-Youth-Dairy-

Futurity-Entry-Form.pdf 

 

 

 

 

http://www.delawareequinecouncil.org/ScholarshipPAGE.html
http://www.extension.org/poultry
http://sites.udel.edu/delawareagweek/
http://sites.udel.edu/delawareagweek/
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/29153235/2016-Delaware-Youth-Dairy-Futurity-Entry-Form.pdf
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/29153235/2016-Delaware-Youth-Dairy-Futurity-Entry-Form.pdf
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4-H WINTER CALENDAR 
 

DECEMBER 
  1 County Trim-A-Trees in Place 
  9 Diamond Clover Intent Forms Due 
  9 National Conference Applications Due 
  9 Club News Due for January-February “Winter” County Newsletter 
11 Teddy Bears Due 
12 BBQ Project Meeting    10:00 am  Home of Brigid McCrea 
13 Holiday Fun Day    2:00 pm  Lake Forest High School 
21 Junior Council Meeting            
24-Jan1 Extension Office Closed      
26 Statewide 4-H Holiday Ice Skating Party  6:00-7:30 pm  Delaware State Fairgrounds       
 
 
JANUARY 2016 
  4 Kent County Order of Links Holiday Party    Home of Elaine Webb 
  8 Public Speaking Entries Due 
13 Woodworking/Photography Judging Contests 4:30-7:00 pm  Kent County Office 
15 State Camp Scholarship Forms Due 
15 Day Camp Counselor Forms Due  
16 Poultry / Fiber & Needle Arts Project Meeting 10:00 am & 2:00 pm Home of Brigid McCrea 
18 Martin Luther King Holiday – Office Closed 
19  Leader’s Meeting    7:00 pm    Kent County Office 
22 4-H Poultry, Avian Bowl Meeting   7:30 p.m.  Kent County Office 
23 BBQ Project Meeting    10:00 am  Home of Brigid McCrea 
24 Public Speaking Contest   1:00 pm  Kent Levy Court Office Building 
25 4-H Exchange Group Meeting   6:00 pm  Kent County Office 
25 Junior Council Meeting    7:15 pm    Kent County Office  
26  Favorite Foods Contest Training   6:30 pm  Kent County Office, Sandy Reynolds 
30-31 DE State Teen Conference 
31 Delaware Youth Dairy Futurity 2

nd
 Payment Due 

 
FEBRUARY 
  1    Honey Bee Contest Essays Due 
  1 Livestock Overnighter Registration Due 
  1  Poultry Judging Contest    6:30 – 8:00 pm  Kent County Office 
  4 Day Camp Counselor Training   6:30-8:00 pm  Kent County Office 
  5 Favorite Foods Contest Entries Due 
  5   County Photography Contest Entries Due 
  6 State 4-H Leader Forum    8:30 am  Townsend Hall, UD, Newark 
12  Club News Due for March Clover 
12 Horse Bowl Entries Forms due to State 4-H Office 
13-14 Livestock Overnighter    9:00 am  Delaware State Fairgrounds  
16 Leader’s Meeting    7:00 pm    Kent County Office 
20 Project Meetings Poultry 10AM; Fiber and Arts 12PM   Home of Brigid McCrea  
20 Favorite Foods Contest & Foods Judging    Delaware State Fair Exhibit Hall 
    & Photography Contest Display & Winter Fun Day 
22 4-H Exchange Group Meeting   6:00 pm  Kent County Office 
22 Junior Council Meeting    7:15 pm    Kent County Office  
23 State Horse Advisory Meeting   7:00 pm  Kent County Office 
27 BBQ Project Meeting    10:00 am  Home of Brigid McCrea 


