
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Attention Kent County 4-H Horse Members  
(open to ALL 4-H members in Kent County) 

 
June 6th 2017 Kent County Horse Judging Contest 

302-730-4000 
 
 
6pm-6:20pm Registration and Food  
 
6:30 pm Horse Judging (must be present at start time to participate) 
 
Following the Contest, a short recap on the Halter and performance classes  
 
What to Bring:  Clipboard, plain paper and pencils! 
 
What to wear: weather friendly clothing and BOOTS/sneakers  NO FLIP FLOPS or SANDALS  
 
What to study: 
Review the State Horse Judging Rules 
 
Other 4-H References 
 
Search on line for 4-H FFA Horse judging references 
 
Likely breeds/types - Morgans, Welsh ponies, Appaloosas, Miniature horses, Hunter type horses, Stock type horses  
 
Oral Reasons are an important part of Horse Judging!  Ask your Club leader or the 4-H office for advice on learning more. 
 
Local Club leaders often join together to have judging and oral reason practices - these are usually open to ALL 4-H kids so please 
monitor the Kent Clover, Facebook and emails for more information  
 
Parents - To make it easier for you to make it to the County Contest,   Holler-n-Hooves 4-H Club will be providing dinner to 
everyone Please contact Holler-n-Hooves on Facebook to RSVP for food 
 
 

New to Horse Judging?  Want pressure free learning? Join us June 
6th in our Horse Judging Apprentice Program! Mentors 
available to explain the process and to assist with oral reason 
presentation.  All 4-H members are welcome to join us for this 
fun learning experience but will not eligible to compete in either 
the county or state contest.  

Location: 
Golden Locket Farm (Little’s)    
4978 Park Brown Road 
Harrington DE 19952 
For directions 302-270-1995 

University of Delaware Cooperative Extension / Kent County 4-H welcomes and encourages 
participation of their programs, events, and workshops by all those who are interested. 

Reasonable efforts will be used to meet the accessibility requests (both academic and physical). 
Please contact the office at (302) 730-4000 two weeks prior to event to request assistance with 

any special needs you may have.  
  

 

tel:(302)%20730-4000


Kent County 4-H Horse Judging Contest 
 
Each county holds a horse judging contest.  The contest is held following the standards set in 
Delaware 4-H Horse Judging Contest Leaders Guide.  
 
This is a fun learning experience for Kent County 4-H youth.  The contest is used to determine 
the top 10 youth in the county to compete at the State Horse Judging Contest and it recognizes 
the members/Club that achieve top honors at the Kent County Awards Banquet. 
 
The contest consists of judging and placing several classes, as well as giving at least one set of 
oral reasons. The contest is organized by officials from the Kent County 4-H Office, volunteer 
from local clubs, and equine professionals. Judging contests are utilized by the Delaware 4-H 
program to develop critical thinking skills such as comparing and contrasting, decision making, 
and oral communication, as well as to enhance project knowledge. 
 
Contest Format: 
 
The county contest is held at stable or arena with adequate space for horses, members, and 
parent audience. Generally the contest is held on a weeknight but could also be held on a 
weekend. Organizers may offer the contest in conjunction with a local horse show.    
 
Participants are expected to report at least 10 minutes prior to the start of the contest in order to 
receive their judging cards and to hear any additional instructions. Youth may not be permitted 
to participate in the contest if they are late.  
 
Items to bring include closed toe shoes/boots, clipboard, plain paper for notes, and a pen or 
pencil. Use of cell phones or any other materials will result in disqualification.  
 
The contest consists of judging halter classes and, if possible, performance classes. Generally 
three classes are judged at the county contest.  
 
One class will be selected as an “oral reasons” class. Participates will be told BEFORE the 
contest which class is to be for oral reasons and should plan to take extra notes on the class 
(see Oral Reason Explained for more information).   
 
The halter classes are positioned within the arena and participants are divided into groups. They 
have approximately 10-15 minutes to judge the class and take any notes necessary to give their 
oral reasons. Horse handlers give the youth several different views; side, front and rear, and 
then walk and trot the horses one at a time. Near the conclusion of the class, participants are 
allowed a "close inspection".  
 
Common breeds judged during the halter portion of the contest have included (but are not 
limited to) Arabians, Quarter Horses, Paint Horses, Appaloosa Horses, Haflingers, Hunter Type 
Horses, Miniature Horses, Shetland Ponies, Stock Horses, Stock Ponies, and Welsh Ponies. 
Common performance classes include but are not limited to English Pleasure, Pleasure Driving, 
Trail, Trail in Hand, Western Pleasure and Working Western. The guidelines utilized in the 
placing of judging classes include USEF, AQHA and respective breed association rules. 
 
Once time is called, 4-H members must hand in their placing card to officials before they rotate 
to the next class. It is important that they note their class placing on their notes sheet for the oral 
reasons class because once the placing card is handed in, they may not have it back. 



Participants are expected to give one set of oral reasons on the designated class at the 
conclusion of the judging classes. A short break for preparation time is allowed. 
 
Oral Reason Explained 
 
Oral reasons should be between two to three minutes in length for each class. They are judged 
on criteria including terminology, organization, accuracy, relevancy and presentation. A child will 
score higher if they can deliver their oral reasons without the use of notes. Sometimes after the 
delivery of oral reasons, the judge will ask the child a few specific questions to see how well 
they understood or observed the class. 
 
Presenting oral reasons is a standard of all judging contests.  Youth should review how to give 
oral reasons.  Practice giving oral reasons to fellow members, parents and leaders.  4-H 
references used for horse bowl and hippology are very helpful for learning horse judging. 
Knowing basic terms will allow the youth to more confidently and accurately describe the horses 
being evaluated and thus judge the class.  
 
Eligibility of Participants: 
 
Participants must be current Delaware 4-H members. Each county is allowed 10 participants to 
attend the state contest. If a county does not fill all ten of its slots, then those unused slots 
become available for other counties to use. Individual counties determine the selection process 
to fill these slots.    
 
Attending county judging practices is usually a good way to ensure a child’s participation. 
Volunteers from the State 4-H Horse Advisory committee may organize several practices and 
training sessions beginning in the spring. This information is included in newsletters and direct 
mailings to organizational leaders, horse project group leaders and youth who have registered 
as having a horse project on their enrollment card. These practices are open to anyone who 
wishes to attend and youth does not not have to be listed as a Horse project to attend. Project 
groups are welcomed and encouraged to do some of their own training as well. 
 
Things to keep in mind: 
 
Please review the Delaware 4-H Horse Judging Contest Leaders Guide for references.  Also 
contact the Kent County office, your club leader, or your project leader for more information.   
 
Be familiar with what the scorecards look like and how to fill them out.  
 
Youth are encouraged to compete in the county contest.  Youth that qualify for the state contest 
can chose to compete during the Delaware State Fair or notify organizers before the start of the 
fair that they are unable to attend, thus allowing an alternate to compete. 
 
Organizers may offer additional contests including skill-a-thon, mentoring programs and more.  
Club leaders are encouraged to offer training and practices.  


